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Singapore businesses sign six deals in
Nanjing, including one to nurture start-
ups

Senior Minister of State for Trade and Industry Koh Poh Koon (left) meeting Nanjing mayor Lan Shaomin. PHOTO:
ENTERPRISE SINGAPORE
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BEIJING - Singapore businesses have inked several deals in the eastern Chinese city of Nanjing to nurture
start-ups, as well as develop water technology and Internet security capabilities.

The six agreements were signed on Thursday (May 9) by representatives of Singapore companies that are
part of a visiting delegation led by Senior Minister of State for Trade and Industry Koh Poh Koon.
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Dr Koh was in the capital city of Jiangsu province for the annual Singapore-Nanjing Cooperation Panel
meeting, now in its seventh year. It is a city-level platform under the Singapore-Jiangsu Cooperation
Council set up to boost bilateral collaboration in special projects in Nanjing.

There are eight business councils between Singapore and various Chinese provinces and municipalities.

Among the deals signed between Singapore companies and Chinese government entities and businesses
was a collaboration to run a centre that provides co-working spaces and business support services such as
market advisory services, mentorship programmes and networking opportunities to Singapore and foreign
start-ups looking to expand into Nanjing. The centre will open on Friday (May 10).

Start-ups can also tap each other's resources and connections; Nanjing companies with plans to expand
into South-east Asia can look to the Singapore firms for help, for instance.

The centre will be based at the Sino-Singapore Nanjing Eco Hi-tech Island, a 10-year-old township
development project supported by the two governments and co-developed by Singapore's Yanlord Land
and Sembcorp Development, and two of China's state-owned enterprises.

Related Story

Singapore and Nanjing agree to deepen
collaboration, companies ink multimillion-dollar
MOUs

Related Story

Finance Minister Heng Swee Keat visits
Singapore-Nanjing joint project

Spanning 15.21 sq km, the island is yet another joint project that focuses on innovative, high-tech and
sustainable development, like the government-led Sino-Singapore Tianjin Eco-city.

"The economic relations between Singapore and Nanjing have expanded beyond infrastructure
development to include other aspects such as services and knowledge exchange. Building on the strong
foundation developed, we see great potential for our companies to foster deeper collaborations in
innovation, urban development solutions, and talent exchanges," said Dr Koh, who co-chairs the
Singapore-Nanjing Cooperation Panel with Nanjing mayor Lan Shaomin.
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Singapore has invested US$1.89 billion (S$2.58 billion) in the island as of last year and wants to move from
infrastructure building to more advanced development, such as creating an innovation ecosystem based on
artificial intelligence, water technology research and application and sustainable urban management.

Besides the centre that supports start-ups, Singapore and Nanjing have also agreed to jointly develop a
testing platform for Internet and software security, set up a specialised clinic providing allergy, arthritis and
rheumatism services in Nanjing, and partner to build an industrial and logistics park.

Singapore is the fourth-largest foreign investor in Nanjing, primarily in manufacturing, finance, education,
healthcare and real estate. Its cumulative actual investments in the city was US$3.4 billion with 410
projects as of the end of last year.
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Nanjing opens up more innovation opportunities to
Singapore firms

Firms can leverage on the Singapore-Nanjing Eco Hi-Tech Island to trial sustainable urban
solutions.

Singapore companies can look forward to more partnership opportunities in Nanjing, China
particularly in the areas of innovation and sustainable urban management, as the city increases
its focus on sustainable living as part of its 13th Five-Year Plan, an announcement by Enterprise
Singapore (ESG) revealed.

The Singapore Nanjing Cooperation Panel (SNCP) expressed its hopes to see more Singapore
startups and sustainable urban sclutions companies using Singapore Nanjing Eco Hi-Tech Island
{SNEHTI) as a platform to increase their business footprint in Nanjing and China.

The SNEHTI focuses on urban infrastructure development to attract high-tech companies,
talents and residents. Singapore's investments in SNEHTI have grown in the past five years,
reaching US$1.89b in 2018.

“From 30% in 2014, it now accounts for 60% of the cumulative investment into Nanjing,”" ESG
said, adding that the project’s next phase of development will focus on creating an innovation
ecosystem centred on artificial intelligence (Al), water technology research & development
(R&D) and application.

Singapore and Nanjing companies can also leverage SNEHTI as a platform to test-bed ideas
and develop new solutions in sustainable urban management.

In line with this, ESG revealed that the Action Community for Entrepreneurship (ACE) is
partnering the Sino-Singapore Nanjing Eco Hi-tech Island Development Co. (SNECO) to set up
the ACE Singapore Nanjing International Centre on SNEHTI, which builds on a deal inked in
2018.
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“The centre provides co-working spaces and business support services such as market advisory,
mentorship programmes and networking opportunities to Singapore and foreign startups looking
to expand into Nanjing,” ESG highlighted. The centre will open on 10 May.

With Sembcorp Development's International Water Hub (IWH) scheduled for completion in 2018,
ESG is also working with organisations, including the Singapore Water Association, Nanjing
Bureau of Commerce and Jiangsu International Environmental Development Centre, in the
public and private sectors to help Singapore-based water technology companies expand into
Nanjing.
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Firms can leverage on the Singapore-Nanjing Eco Hi-Tech Island to trial sustainable
urban solutions.

Singapore companies can look forward to more partnership opportunities in Nanjing,
; China particularly in the areas of innovation and sustainable urban management, as the
57 e , city increases its focus on sustainable living as part of its 13th Five-Year Plan, an

© Provided by Chariton Media Group announcement by Enterprise Singapore (ESG) revealed.
Nanjing opens up more innovation
opportunities to Singapore firms

The Singapore Nanjing Cooperation Panel (SNCP) expressed its hopes to see more
Singapore startups and sustainable urban solutions companies using Singapore Nanjing
Eco Hi-Tech Island (SNEHTI) as a platform to increase their business footprint in Nanjing and China.

The SNEHTI focuses on urban infrastructure development to attract high-tech companies, talents and residents.
Singapore's investments in SNEHTI have grown in the past five years, reaching US$1.89b in 2018.

130% in 2014, it now accounts for 60% of the cumulative investment into Nanjing," ESG said, adding that the
€/-ct's next phase of development will focus on creating an innovation ecosystem centred on artificial intelligence (/>
“technology research & development (R&D) and application.

Singapore and Nanjing companies can also leverage SNEHTI as a platform to test-bed ideas and develop new solutions in
sustainable urban management.

In line with this, ESG revealed that the Action Community for Entrepreneurship (ACE) is partnering the Sino-Singapore
Nanjing Eco Hi-tech Island Development Co. (SNECO) to set up the ACE Singapore Nanjing International Centre on
SNEHTI, which builds on a deal inked in 2018.

"The centre provides co-working spaces and business support services such as market advisory, mentorship programmes
and networking opportunities to Singapore and foreign startups looking to expand into Nanjing,” ESG highlighted. The
centre will open on 10 May.

With Sembcorp Development's International Water Hub (IWH) scheduled for completion in 2019, ESG is also working with
organisations, including the Singapore Water Association, Nanjing Bureau of Commerce and Jiangsu International
Environmental Development Centre, in the public and private sectors to help Singapore-based water technology
companies expand into Nanjing.
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Singapore companies can look forward to more partnership
opportunities with Nanjing in innovation and sustainable urban
management as the city increases its focus on sustainable living as
part of its 13th Five-Year Plan.

by Mohit Sagar — 13 May, 2019 in Asean, Singapore, Smart Cities
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Singapore companies can look forward to more partnership opportunities with Nanjing
in innovation and sustainable urban management as the city increases its focus on
sustainable living as part of its 13th Five-Year Plan. This year also marks the 10th
anniversary of the Singapore Nanjing Eco Hi-Tech Island (SNEHTI). Moving forward,
the Singapore Nanjing Cooperation Panell (SNCP) hopes to see more Singapore
innovative startups and sustainable urban solutions companies using SNEHTI as a

platform to increase their business footprint in Nanjing and China.

Said SMS Koh, Co-Chairman of SNCP, “The economic relations between Singapore and
Nanjing have expanded beyond infrastructure development to include other aspects
such as services and knowledge exchange. Building on the strong foundation developed,
we see great potential for our companies to foster deeper collaborations in innovation,
urban development solutions, and talent exchanges. The Singapore Nanjing Eco Hi-
Tech Island will continue to be a key platform to drive such efforts” The SNCP is a city-
level platform under the Singapore-Jiangsu Cooperation Council (§JCC) set up to

bolster bilateral cooperation in special projects in Nanjing.

Deepening collaboration in innovation and sustainable urban management

The SNEHTT has achieved good progress over the past 10 years, focusing on urban
infrastructure development to attract high-tech companies, talents and residents.
Singapore’s investments in SNEHTI have grown in the past five years, reaching US$1.89
billion in 2018. From 30% in 2014, it now accounts for 60% of the cumulative investment
into Nanjing. The project’s next phase of development will focus on creating an
innovation ecosystem centred on artificial intelligence (AlI), water technology research &
development (R&D) and application. Singapore and Nanjing companies can also
leverage SNEHTI as a platform to test-bed ideas and develop new solutions in

sustainable urban management. | x
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advisory, mentorship programmes and networking opportunities to Singapore and
foreign startups looking to expand into Nanjing. The centre, which opens this week,
bolsters ACE’s ongoing efforts to drive innovation and to support Singapore SMEs and

startups in Nanjing with its networks and resources.

ACE will also be working with partners to drive the exchange of knowledge and ideas
between startups and enterprises. Enterprises in Nanjing can tap the ACE Regional
Innovation Hub to gain access to over 25,000 startups and multiple innovation labs
globally. This will drive the acceleration of startups and co-innovation of solutions in
clean technology, advanced manufacturing, medical technology and water technologies
between SNEHTI and ASEAN.

Conversely, Nanjing companies looking to expand into Southeast Asia can tap into
Singapore’s connections and familiarity with the region. With a vibrant innovation and
startup ecosystem, Nanjing companies can develop and test-bed new products and

services in Singapore before rolling them out in the region.

Partnerships in sustainable urban management with strong focus on water

SHEHTI is shaping up to be a platform for international water technology companies,
research entities and incubators to set up operations targeted at the Chinese market.
Sembcorp Development’s International Water Hub (IWH) will be completed in 2019.
This will provide more test-bedding facilities and opportunities for Singapore and
international companies to develop and pilot innovative water solutions in Nanjing.

To develop a strong water ecosystem within the IWH, Enterprise Singapore is also
working with organisations in the public and private sectors to help Singapore-based
water technology companies expand into Nanjing. These organisations include the
Singapore Water Association, Nanjing Bureau of Commerce and Jiangsu International
Environmental Development Center. In April 2019, Enterprise Singapore led a mission

trip for companies in this sector, and many have deals in discussion.
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